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Over $23
million

awarded to
Springfield

Public Schools
since our

inception in
1990.

The mission of the Foundation
for Springfield Public Schools
is to raise, manage, and
distribute private investments
to benefit the students of
Springfield Public Schools. 

Our vision is to promote
educational excellence for
every child by working with
the community and the
school system. 

MISSION & VISION



OUR DONORS
The Foundation for SPS relies on the generosity of the many donors who make our
programs possible through designated gifts, gifts to funds and to scholarships. The FSPS
continues to place the value of public education high. Thank you to everyone who made
this year a success!

Our donors are listed throughout this report. 
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Dear Donors, 

I recently learned that a program the Foundation for SPS funded a couple years ago, is
now being expanded by the district. The All Kids Bike Program was started with a
Foundation grant and support from our community partner Paragon Architecture. Today,
the program has been expanded by the district with more bikes. This is a win! It is a great
example of what can happen when businesses and our school system work together. We
are excited to see how it continues to grow, born out of our signature program. 

While it is always exciting to reflect on the past and celebrate our wins as an organization
and a community, I also use this time to dream of the future! At the Foundation for SPS,
we spend a lot of time planning for the future. I almost always have one foot in the
present and one foot in the future thinking about next year. The budget, the programs,
the changes and all that comes with moving forward. 

I am always excited to think about where we could go. Never more so then right now! We
have an amazing team at the Foundation. Small, but mighty. We have added programs,
most notably our Alumni Program. More opportunities to connect with alumni are on the
horizon. This is something we have talked about for years, but now we are acting on it
and have already seen these efforts generate connection and funds to support our
students. 

We are managing more dollars than ever before. That means more money for the future
and more opportunities for students to come! 

Above all else, you, our donors and supporters, make this all possible. You are the reason
this Foundation exists. I am eternally grateful for each of you!

Sincerely,

 Natalie Murdock

MESSAGE FROM OUR LEADER

Natalie Murdock, Executive Director



FINANCIAL STATEMENT
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The Foundation for SPS staff, board members, volunteers and donors united in a
collective effort to distribute $257,187 in grants throughout the SPS district! These 92
grants spanned a diverse range of categories, including: 

The Back to School Grant Program owes its success to the generous contributions from
community members, businesses, and individuals in Springfield. Through their
unwavering support, these vital resources are made available to enhance educational
opportunities for students across the district. 

BACK TO SCHOOL GRANT PROGRAM

Classroom Projects 
Literacy 

Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion 
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) 



At the end of the school year, we
invited a handful of Back to School
Grant recipients and their students to
showcase their projects with
Foundation staff, Foundation Board
Members, donors and community
partners. 

GRANT SHOWCASE

At this special event, our grant
recipients were given the chance to
shine as they share their innovative
projects and initiatives made possible
by the support of our donors. From
enhancing classroom technology to
funding extracurricular programs, every
grant has played a vital role in
enriching the educational experience of
our students. 

But the real stars of the show? Our
students! They were front and center,
sharing stories about how these grants
have made a difference in their lives.
From newfound opportunities to
unforgettable learning experiences,
their testimonials showcased the true
impact of donor contributions. 
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Class 2

SPS AMBASSADORS
Springfield Public Schools (SPS) and the Foundation for SPS have joined forces to offer
community members an immersive behind-the-scenes experience of the district.  

Through the SPS Ambassadors
program, participants have the
unique opportunity to gain insight
into the inner workings of SPS,
engaging with key leaders, and take
part in guided tours of schools and
programs. This initiative aims to
cultivate a deeper understanding of
SPS, its diverse array of programs,
and the services it provides. 

By equipping Ambassadors with
firsthand knowledge, the program
empowers them to serve as effective
advocates for Springfield Public
Schools, championing the needs and
aspirations of its employees and
students. 

Class 2 SPS Ambassadors: 
Ale McClanahan, Chelsea Coale, Allison
Englang, Christie Browne, Amy Sutton,
Debi Murray, Becky Cliffton Hopkins, Gary
Buzbee, James Robert Hayes, Kendall
Bennett, Jennifer Johnston, Kim Ross,
Jim Mason, Krystal Simon, Joe Holcomb,
Lindsey McDaniel, Joyce Jarman, Lisa
Schultheis, Michael White, Sara Barry,
and Steven Nurnberg 

If you are interested in participating in the SPS Ambassadors Program,
please contact the Foundation for Springfield Public Schools for more
information about the application window. 



NEW FUNDS WITH THE FSPS

SCHOLARSHIPS  
The Foundation for SPS manages
over $7.4 million in funds and
scholarships which provide
additional resources short-term and
long-term for Springfield Public
Schools. 

In May of 2023, the Foundation for SPS
awarded $99,050 in scholarships to
graduating seniors. The awarded
scholarships helped students as they
continue their educational journey at
community colleges, universities, or
trade schools. 

SPS High Need Instrument Fund
The Springfield Public Schools High Need Instrument Fund was established to provide
support for instrumental music in Springfield Public Schools high need schools. Support can
include instruments, books, strings, cleaning supplies and more! 

The procedure for the SPS High Need Instrument Fund: 

a. The FSPS will disburse money for this fund in the specified amount below annually
according to the FSPS management policies. 

b. Yearly disbursement amount shall be: As needed; requested by the SPS Fine Arts
Coordinator 
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CELEBRATE SPS
Celebrate SPS is an annual event organized by the FSPS. It serves as a platform to
celebrate the achievements and contributions of educators, students, and community 

partners within SPS system. The event
aims to highlight the importance of
public education and the
collaborative efforts that help enrich
the learning experience for students.
Through engaging activities,
recognition ceremonies, and
networking opportunities, Celebrate
SPS brings together stakeholders to
showcase the positive impact of
supporting public education
initiatives. 

Recognitions at the event included: 
Linda Luke Librarian of the Year: Jill Norman, Cowden Elementary 
Rookie of the Year: Alexis Cooper, Williams Elementary 
Counselor of the Year: Phil Jones, Weller Elementary
Turner Reading Award Recipients: Bobbi Beard (Weller Elementary), Jill Norman (Cowden
Elementary), Krista Payne (Disney Elementary), Jodi Pitts (Central High), and Claire Spence
(Glendale High)
Teacher of the Year Nominees: Josh Cantrell (Central High), Robin Davison (Wanda Gray),
Rachel Hoing (Sequiota Elementary), Tiffany Lynch (Pipkin Middle), and Sam Shelton
(Central High)

2023-2024 Teacher of the Year Presented by Missouri State University: Robin Davidson from
Wanda Gray Elementary. 



Matt Simpson has been committed to the Foundation for Springfield Public Schools and
Springfield Public Schools for years. He graduated from Kickapoo High School in 2003,
served as a FSPS board member and board president, and continues to be an advocate for
everything SPS, FSPS and Public Education. 

Matt has given countless hours to support our schools and continues to be one of our
biggest cheerleaders in the community. 

2023 ADVOCATE FOR EDUCATION

Since 1990, CoxHealth has supported our vision to promote educational excellence for every
child. Every year, CoxHealth and its employee volunteers join the FSPS for one of our most
exciting days of the year, Grant Delivery Day. Their support allows students the opportunity
to learn through experiences, especially grants with an emphasis in health and science.
Their support has been monumental and our partnership will continue to grow.

2023 CORPORATE PARTNER OF THE YEAR

DONOR AWARDS 

#SUPPORTSPS 

Matt Simpson

Max Buetow, President and CEO of CoxHealth 

The Advocate for Education and Corporate Partner of the Year, represent a community of
partners, both businesses and individuals that have made public education a priority. They
work with the Foundation and our school system to make Springfield a better place. 



OUR DONORS
$ 2 4 9  T O  $ 1  C O N T .  
Madelyn Snider

Madelyne Cloyd

Marc and Kim Mayer

Marcia Dowdy

Marcus and Amy Allen

Marcus and Mary Smith

Margaret (Peg) Sykes

Margaret Griffith

Margaret Pence

Margaret Royce

Margaret Shepherd

Marjorie L Dewilde

Mark and Lori Nelson

Mark Ross

Mark Simmonds

Martha Doennig

Martha R Phillips

Mary Erickson

Mary Griffin

Mary Hanson

Mary Kay and Gil Hostler

Mary M. Jones

Mary Rowland

Matthew James

Matthew Mustain

Matthew Rosebrough

Mattie Fraley

Maxon's Diamond Merchants

Megan Bowen

Megan E Bryant

Megan M Mann

Megan Moore

Megan Peitz

Melani Deal

Melanie Donnell

Melissa Agnew

Melissa Hutton

Melissa Knetzer

Melissa McConnell

Melissa Mooney

Melissa Rogers

Melody and Joel Sanders

Melody Netzer

Micha Goss

Michael and Rebecca Fisher

Michael Belcolore

Michael Harris

Michael Vaughn

Micheala Steinmetz-Benton

Michele Walker

Michelle DuFlot Homesley

Michelle Harrison

Michelle McCoy

Michelle Pickett

Michelle Pohlenz

Michelle Trantham

Mike and Carmen Wiles

Mike and Joy Whiteis

Mike Eatherly

Mike Houska

Mildred Nelson

Missouri Division of

Employment Security

Mitch Wilkins

Mitchell Kiser

Molly Crider

Molly Gray

Monica Boehmer-Scherer

Morgan L. James

MTC Holsters

Mumtaz B. B. Kammerer

Naida Shipp

Nakato Japanese Steak House

Nancy Crotser

Nancy Henderson

Nancy L. Ragains

Nancy Yoeman

Natalie and Brad Murdock

Natalie and Jack Cauldwell

Natalie King

Natalie Yost

Natasha Longpine

Nelson and Joyce Boles

Neosha Mackey

New Generations Small Group

nick Obirek

Nicole Greer

Nicole Parke

Nina Verbanaz

Ohiopyle Prints, Inc

Olivia Santhuff

O'Reilly Hospitality

Management

OTC Health Services Office

Staff

Oxi Fresh Carpet Cleaning

Paden Lowell Chambers

Paige Bybee

Pam and Norm Bodine

Pamela J. Robertson

Pamela McGinnis

Pat W. Quick

Patricia A. Gilbert

Patrick Budway

Patsy Wolf

Patty Johns

Paul and Stephanie Summers

Peg LePage

Phil and Jody Grafft

Phillip Featherstone

Pineapple Whip

Quint & Christy Smith

R.L. and Jill Creson
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Rachal Tarrasch-Scholz

Rachel A. Mercer

Rachel Howard

Rachel Mhire

Ralene Graves

Ralf Maier

Rebecca Ash

Rebecca Donaldson

Rebecca Fay

Rebecca Mason

Rebekah D Hobson

Rebekah Ferguson

Reginal and Janet Hoskins

Ren Luebbering

Renegade Harley-Davidson

Rhonda Blankenship

Richard Swearengin

Robert and Pamela Hankins

Robert B Murray Jr.

Robert Jordan

Robin D. Cox

Robyn Wood

Rodney "Rod" D Jackson

Roger & Cheryl Payne

Roger & Linda Williams

Ron and Karen Ollis

Ron Parker

Ron Yocum

Ronald and Juliann Slone

Ronald and Peggy Treadway

Ronnie Bryan

Roslyn Shows

Roxanne M. Sharp

Ruby Mullen

Ruth Fraley Garner

Ruth Harris

Ryan DeSha

Ryan E Lindsey

Ryan Sivill

Sam and June Hamra

Samanatha Williams

Samantha Mayo

Samuel and Justine Lines

Sandra Baker

Sara Ann Wright

Sara Atkins

Sara Blaue

Sara Brummel

Sara E. Strohm

Sara J. Galbraith

Sara L. Emmerton

Sara Potter

Sarah Carleton-Marshall

Sarah Dillon

Sarah Hough

Sarah J. Smythe

Sarah Schofield

Sarah Sharp

Sarah Tate

Savannah Waszczuk

Scott and Martha Crise

Scott Brueckner

Scott Bryant

Scott Cook

Sculpture Walk

Sean and Cindy Balisle

Sequiota Elementary P.T.A.

Shanna Clearwater

Shannah Redmon

Shannon Curry

Shannon Holt

Shannon Markowitz

Shannon N. Otradovec

Sharena Totten

Shari Hoffman

Shaun Armstrong Smith

Shawn DeWitt

Shawn P. Dilday

Shawn Wallace

Shawna Overholser

Shayla Sleeth

Sheila and Samuel Pippin

Shelby Butler

Shelby Stewart

Shelley Eaton

Shelley Martin

Shelly S. Sawchak

Sherwin Rey Montejo

Sheryl DeFreece

Shirley Huffman

Shirley Korte

Shondra Fetter

Shyla Simpson

Sienna E Smith

Skyla Kennemer

Soncee Partida

Spectrum Paint Company

Springfield Aerial Fitness

Springfield Area Retired Teachers

Association

Springfield Convention & Visitors

Bureau

Springfield Council of PTAs

(SCPTA)

Springfield Little Theatre

Springfield Retired Lady

Elementary Principals

Springfield-Greene County Park

Board

SPS Professional Learning

SPS Secondary Learning

Stacy DeLoach

Stacy Hicks



NEW FSPS PROGRAM

Alumni Connection
Over its 150-year history, Springfield Public Schools has graduated thousands of high school
students from Central, Glendale, Hillcrest, Kickapoo, and Parkview. 

The Alumni Connection is a database for SPS alumni to connect with the Foundation and
stay up to date on accomplishments or events happening at their alma mater. 

Planning a class reunion soon? Contact the Foundation to be involved in your reunion! We
can connect you with classmates in our database, present information on how your class
can support your high school, and connect for future events in SPS. 
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Stacy Huett

Staxx

Stephanie Brotherton

Stephanie Gerlt

Stephanie Jacobs

Stephanie Lange

Stephen and Janet Mullins

Stephen Hall

Steve and Linda Nurnberg

Steve and Rachel Flatness

Steve and Sandye Perryman

Steve and Shelia Murdock

Steve Roberson

Steve Testerman

Steven and Liesl King

Steven Brown

Steven Spence

Sue Banks Roods

Sue Schuble

Sunshine Bike Shop

Susan E Meador

Susan Nicholson

Susan Rohrer

Susan Squires

Suzanne Montgomery

Tambra Lee

Tammy Calloway

Tammy McCormack

Tammy Stine

Tara Burks

Taryn England

Teresa Bledsoe

Terry Ann Touhey

Terry Campbell

Terry Kendrick

Tess Adamson

Tessa Bogowith

The Local Bevy

The Paul Mitchell School

The Thicket/The Nest

Theodore C. Salveter III

Thomas Hagemann

Thomas O Masterson

Tiffany Coughenour

Tiffany Smith

Tiffany Taylor

Tim Mills

Timothy Fleener

Tina Cianfrocca

Tina Pham-Morgan

Titanic Museum

Todd A. Cox

Todd Flott

Tom Finnie

Tona Rowett

Traci Green

Traci Nelson

Tracy Daniels

Tracy M. Livingston

Tracy Vickers

Tracy Williams

Travis Skidmore

Tricia L. Molica

Tricia Nentrup

Troy Cronkhite

Troy Kuchta

Tyler Hill

Tyler S Killen

Unknown unknown

Vanessa Jarmon

Vicki Cook

Vicki Williams

Victoria Zettl

Virginia M. Shaw

Vision Clinic

Vito Palmietto

Wendy and Nickolas Stone

Wendy Rhodes

Wesley Timm

William and Rhonda

Christopher

William Hardwicke

Wilson's Creek PTA

Wire Road Brewing Company

Wonseon Kim

Woodbridge Homeowners

Association

This list contains donors

between the dates of July

1, 2022 and June 30, 2023.

Every attempt has been

made to ensure the

accuracy of each listing

as your gift is important to

us, however if we have

incorrectly listed or

inadvertently admitted

your name please contact

the Foundation office. 




