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Over $22

million awarded

to Springfield

Public Schools

since our

inception in

1990.

MISSION & VISION

The mission of the Foundation for

Springfield Public Schools is to raise,

manage, and distribute private

investments to benefit the students of

Springfield Public Schools. 

Our vision is to promote educational

excellence for every child by working

with the community and the school

system. 



Another year is in the books. It seems to go by fast! I am always amazed at the support our

community has provided. Our annual report serves as a great way to reflect on our

accomplishments, and our goals for an upcoming year. Our Foundation staff, and the staff of the SPS

district, work so hard, each day, to make a difference in the lives of our students. I see this first hand.

I hope in the stories you see in this report, you will have a better understanding of that work. The

work that is only possible because of your financial support of the Foundation. 

You helped us raise over $1.4 million dollars to support students last year! Those dollars are making

an impact all across our city. And, now as we are entering a new year, and making plans for 2023,

we say thank you!

We have a lot to look forward to in the coming year. We are excited to continue the second year of

the SPS Ambassadors program, a partnership program between the FSPS and Springfield Public

Schools. In August we will celebrate 30 years since the Foundation published “What I’ve Learned So

Far,” spear-headed by David Harrison, establishing the Writing Fund which still supports literacy

projects today. This celebration will highlight many of the students that were featured in the book

and give us a glimpse at where they are today. And, as always, we will support teachers, in the

classroom, on the field, and everywhere learning happens for our students. 

As we keep looking ahead, I want you to know that I am extremely grateful that you have chosen to

give to your public schools. This is your foundation! Thank you for being passionate supporters of

the work we do!

Sincerely,

 Natalie Murdock

MESSAGE FROM OUR LEADERS

Natalie Murdock, Executive Director



Success Ready Students

Organizational Efficiency

Collaborative Culture

Quality Learning Environments

Dear Friends:

A collective vision for Springfield Public Schools ensures that our 24,625 students receive the

quality education they deserve and that they will graduate with the skills and knowledge they need

to succeed in life.

This vision is guided by our 2023-2028 strategic plan, which was developed in collaboration with

our entire community, including students, parents, employees and community members. 

Key priorities defined in our strategic plan are:

Our school district is very fortunate to have the Foundation for Springfield Public Schools as one of

our key partners in this journey toward excellence. Foundation staff, board members and donors

walk alongside us and actively seek out ways to support our students and staff. 

By generously funding student scholarships, classroom grants, teacher recognitions and other

initiatives, the Foundation actively helps advance our vision of equipping students to pursue their

goals and highest potential as an engaged contributor to society.

Thanks to the Foundation’s steadfast commitment to our students, teachers and community, we

look forward with excitement to providing every student the outstanding learning experiences

they deserve.

Sincerely,

Dr. Grenita Lathan

Superintendent

Springfield Public Schools  

Dr. Grenita Lathan, SPS Superintendent



OUR DONORS
The Foundation for SPS relies on the generosity of the many donors who make our
programs possible through designated gifts, gifts to funds and to scholarships. The FSPS
continues to place the value of public education high. Thank you to everyone who have
made this year a success!

Our donors are listed throughout this report. 
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Classroom Projects

Literacy 

STEAM 

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 

The Foundation for SPS staff, board members, volunteers and donors were able to celebrate Grant

Delivery Day for the first time since 2019! Although everyone was masked, we were able to join the

educators in celebrating their grants! The Foundation awarded grants in the following categories: 

The Back to School Grant Program is made possible by the generous donations from community

members, businesses and individuals in Springfield. 

BACK TO SCHOOL GRANT PROGRAM

96 Grant Projects Funded

Totaling $195,600

Mental Health 

Community & Family Engagement 

Student Experiences 



SPS AMBASSADORS

Bond Project Update
Ambassadors were given a private tour of facilities  included in Proposition S.

They traveled to the old Boyd Elementary, the new Boyd Elementary on

Division St. and toured the renovations at Hillcrest High School. Lastly,

Ambassadors were provided a detailed update of other projects in

Proposition S from Executive Director of Operations Dr. Travis Shaw and Dr.

Grenita Lathan. 

Visit 01  — 

Choice Program Showcase
SPS Choice Programs have focused themes and aligned curriculum that

provide students access to unique learning opportunities driven by their

passion, inquiry, and community connections. Ambassadors were able to

hear directly from students about the impact the programs have had on their

education. Director of Choice Programs Kelsey Brabo provided an update on

what is next for Choice Programs. 

Visit 02  — 

Springfield Public Schools (SPS) and the Foundation for Springfield Public Schools partnered to

provide community members an immersive behind the scenes experience of SPS. 

SPS Ambassadors have the opportunity to learn more about the school district, meet with key

leaders and participate in tours of schools and programs. This program is intended to deepen the

understanding of SPS, its programs and services so that Ambassadors can be effective advocates for

Springfield Public Schools, its employees and students. 

Back Row (L to R): Development Director Tina Pham, Jeff Johnson, Mark & Lori Nelson, Scott Crise, Charles Taylor, Jeff &
Kathy Munzinger, Dr. Travis Shaw, Janet Augee, Crystal Sharp, Brian & Ashley Kubik

Front Row (L to R): Marcia Johnson,  Cara & Brad Erwin,  Executive Director Natalie Murdock, Dr. Grenita Lathan, Heather
Zoromski, Stephanie Montgomery, Denise Fredrick 

Class 1
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CELEBRATE SPS 

Linda Luke Librarian of the Year- Curtis Thomas, Westport K-8 

Rookie of the Year- Mary Kate Szymaniak, Reed Academy 

Counselor of the Year- Jamie Jo Temple, Glendale High School 

Turner Reading Award Recipients- Robyn Hagerman (Ada Fulbright Early Childhood Center),

Noelle Gibbs (Campbell Early Childhood Center), Lauren Blackmon (Field Elementary), Krista

Payne (Disney Elementary) and Bob Lynch (Glendale High School)

Teacher of the Year Nominees- Mary Tilton (Cowden Elementary), Tiffany Coughenour (Jeffries

Elementary), Nathan Cook (Parkview High School), Tiffany Lynch (Pipkin Middle School) and

Jami Schulte (Study Alternative Center) 

After a few years of being limited to how we celebrate SPS, we were finally able to host the district

and community partners under one roof for the 2022 Celebrate SPS Banquet. 

Recognitions at the event included: 

To end the evening, Missouri State University President Clif Smart announced the 2022 Teacher of

the Year...Nathan Cook from Parkview High School! 

Special thank you to our presenting sponsor: 



The Darr Family has consistently supported our students and our schools. They have supported

classroom needs for early childhood development and supported the creation of a magnet school

focusing on agricultural science. 

Over the last few years, their support has come to light through the Farm to School program, reaching

students across the district, addressing issues like food insecurity and teaching students the benefit of

planting and harvesting their own food. 

Individually and as a family, through generations, they are leaving an incredible legacy that will

benefit our schools and community for years to come. 

2022 ADVOCATE FOR EDUCATION

Since the Foundation's inception, Great Southern Bank has been in our corner, providing countless

opportunities for students. They have supported us in events like Celebrate SPS and supported

classroom projects through our Back to School Grant Program. 

Each year Great Southern employees join the Foundation and our donors, as we deliver grants to

teachers all across the district. Their generosity and support does not stop there! They consistently

think of the Foundation and bring new partnerships that support our classrooms. 

2022 CORPORATE PARTNER OF THE YEAR

DONOR AWARDS 

#SUPPORTSPS 

Darr Family of Springfield 

Andrea Brady, Community Outreach and Development Manager for Great Southern Bank
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SCHOLARSHIPS & NEW FUNDS 
The Foundation for SPS manages over $6.3 million in funds and scholarships which provide additional

resources short-term and long-term for Springfield Public Schools. 

In May of 2022, the Foundation for SPS awarded $155,172 in scholarships to graduating seniors. The

awarded scholarships helped students as they continue their educational journey. 

This year, the FSPS added nine new funds. These funds were established to help provide resources for

students and continue to promote educational excellence. 

PTA Scholarships

PTA Grace Carr Scholarship is awarded to a person who is enrolled or plans to enroll in an

accredited full course of study at Ozarks Technical Community College. 

PTA Helen Smith Scholarship is awarded to a graduating SPS senior who plans to enroll in an

accredited full course of study in teacher education at a Missouri liberal arts college or university. 

The Springfield Council of PTA's moved their five scholarship funds to the Foundation for SPS. These

scholarships will rotate yearly among the five Springfield high schools. 

Glendale High School Class of 1967 Scholarship 
This fund was established by members of the Glendale High School Class if 1967,

in honor of member Suzanne Lipscomb Thomas, to support a graduating senior

at Glendale High School in furthering his or her education. 

PTA Joan Keiser Scholarship is awarded to a graduating

SPS senior who plans to enroll in an accredited full course

of study in a Missouri liberal arts college or university. 

Springfield PTA 2-Year is awarded to a student who plans

to enroll in an accredited full course of study at a Missouri

technical college. 

Springfield PTA 4-Year is awarded to a graduating SPS senior who plans to enroll in an accredited

full course of study at a Missouri 4-year college or university. 

Back to School Bash Fund 
This fund will support the Springfield Public Schools Back to School Bash. This event is for students and

families to get resources and information to start a successful school year. The event offers backpacks,

hygiene kits, groceries, immunizations, connections to community resources, and more!

The event is open to all SPS students and families.



Trotter Family Scholarship
This fund was established by the Trotter family in January of 2022 to

support a deserving Parkview student in continuing his or her

educational career. Parkview High School is the alma mater of all

three Trotter sons and holds a special meaning for the family. 

The purpose of the fund is to provide a Parkview student with

support in continuing his or her education, outside of Missouri. 

Parkview Alumni Scholarship 
This scholarship was originally established in 1990 by several alumni who

wanted to give back to Parkview. The Parkview Alumni Award was established

by the classes of 1961, 1964, 1970, 1973, and 1982 and the school senior fund. 

Gabe Isackson Scholarship 
Gabriel Eric Isackson passed away on January 28, 2022. He spent

20 years teaching in surrounding communities before returning

to his alma mater of Parkview High School as an English

Literature teacher. While at Parkview High School, he also

served as a baseball coach, student council sponsor, National

Honors Society sponsor and enjoyed operating scoreboards for

many sporting events for Springfield Public Schools. 

The Gabe Isackson Excellence in English Scholarship was

established to provide financial support to a graduating senior

from Parkview High School as they continue their education. 

Interested in establishing a fund or planned giving? 
If you would like to receive more information on next steps to establish a fund or want more

information about planned giving, please contact Executive Director Natalie Murdock at

nmurdock@spsmail.org 
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Kathy and Jeff Munzinger
Kathy King-Kays
Kathy Looten
Kathy Miller
Kathy Sechler
Kathy Stephens
Kathy Wiese
Katie E. Bowers
Katie Frey
Kayla D Vernatti
Kayla Hollister-Graham
Kayla Owens
Kayla Vernalti
Kearstin Jackson
Kelley Angel
Kelley Nichols
Kellie Thayer
Kelly Dental
Kelly Heugel
Kelly L Laxton
Kelly S. Prude
Kelly Teague
Kelly Williams
Ken and Linda Neale
Kendall and Ronald Bennett
Kendall Slaughter
Kendra Cain
Kerry D Maxwell
Keshia N Stone
Kevin and Tanya Rapert
Kevin Zimmerman
Kim Duncan

Kim Garrison
Kim M Hasen
Kim R. Keller
Kimber A Sherriff
Kimberlea Copelin
Kimberly A Nye
Kimberly A Yeary
Kimberly Jenkins
Kimberly Strauch
Kimberly Vorse
Kirk Slater
Kirsten Weiss
Kori Chrismer
Krista Kelly
Krista L. Payne
Krista Perez
Kristen S. Hamilton
Kristen Verhofstadt
Kristen Webie
Kristi A Potter
Kristi McKinght Carlisle
Kristie Kramer
Kristin R Pheonix
Kyla J Mortenson
Kyle and Paula Palmer
Kylee Elmore
Kyleigh Hucke
Kym Craft
Kyna Annino
Kyrie Miles
Ladale Renee Winchell
Laiken Bailey
Lana Williamson
Lanard and Ebony Langston
Lance and Allison Roffers
Landon D Sparkman
Lara Garrett
LaRissa Newman
Larry and Karen Wilson
Larry Teague and Margaret
Teaque



FINANCIAL STATEMENT



Laura B Hundley
Laura Blakey
Laura Davis
Laura Durnin
Laura M. Schulteis
Laura McBride
Laura Ogden
Laura Snelson
Lauren A Ward
Lauren Hassell
Laurie Boyd
Laurie Martino
Laurie Ward
Lawrence and Fay Ollis
Layton and Melba Lemke
Leadership Springfield, Inc.
Leigh Anne Patrick
Lena Collins
Les (Leslie) A. Wilson
Lesley Ratterree
Lesli Lemmon
Leslie A Wilson
Leslie A. Ballew
Leslie Gritzmaker
Leslie Helfrecht
Leslie Norman
Leslie Peede
Leslie Rubio
Leslie Shollenbarger
Leslie Slaughter
Lester Ratcliff
Libbey McDaniel
Lift Gym
Linda C. Davis
Linda E. Schieber
Linda Kelly
Linda Parker
Lindsay Lutzke
Lindsay Nelson
Lindsay Ransom

$ 2 4 9  &  B E L O W  C O N T . Lindsey G. Miller
Lindsey Gathright
Lindsey M. Miller
Lindsey McDaniel
Lindsey Swartz
Lindsey Vaughan
Lisa and Terry Langley
Lisa L Osburn
Lisa Lynch
Lisa M. Portell
Lisa Tuttle
Liz Reeves
Logan Tepe
Lora E Hooper
Loretta L. Blake
Lori A. Dudley
Lori and James Rogers
Lori Cook
Lori Everett
Lori J Larson
Lori Riemenschneider
Lori Rogers
Lorie Fisher
Lorie J Larson
Lorrie Miller
Lou Ann Kennedy
Louisa Norcross
Lucas Clem
Lydia D. Nickols
Lyndon Wornica
Lyndsey N. Keltner
Lynne Miller
Lynnette Jensen
Madison L Peterson
Maggie Parsons
Mar'Ellen B. Felin
Margaret (Peg) Sykes
Margaret Royce
Margaret Shepherd
Margo Spilde
Maria Thomas

Mariah Carel
Marilyn A Moore
Marilyn Mercer
Marissa L Weaver
Mark and Leasha
Holderbaum
Mark and Lori Nelson
Mark and Sherry DeWeerd
Mark R. Fisher
Mark Simmonds
Marolyn K Krebs
Marsha L. Stevens
Marshall and Winter Kinne
Marti Isbell
Martino Training Systems
Mary Ellison
Mary J Barton
Mary Kay and Gil Hostler
Mary Miller
Mason Lea
Matt Benson
Matt McMillin
Matt Morrow
Matthew James
Matthew Mustain
Matthew R Baldwin
Matthew Rosebrough
Maureen Hughes
Megan Blake
Megan Bowen
Megan M Mann
Megan M VanNatta
Megan Pinney
Melanie D Simpson
Melanie Donnell
Melanie Kreher
Melba McDonald
Melisabeth Johnston
Melissa Agnew
Melissa Cloyd
Melissa J James

OUR DONORS



Melissa K. Stefanowicz
Melissa Knetzer
Melissa L McCandless
Melissa L. Burns
Melissa Plunk
Melissa R. Scritchfield
Melissa Sharpsteen
Melody Netzer
Meredith Wisniewski
Micha Goss
Michael and Jan Wooten
Michael and Margaret Brown
Michael Hylton
Michael Jackson
Michel Ellison
Michele Fernelius
Michelle Cameron
Michelle Harrison
Michelle Kleier
Michelle L. Rabinowitz
Michelle Slominsky
Mike (Michael) E. Smith
Mike and Amy Linn
Mike and Joy Wilson
Mike Eatherly
Mindy Frech
Miranda Hagin-Schaefer
Miranda Ralston
Missouri State University
Bookstore
Misty Ramsey
Mitch Wilkins
Molly Gray
Monica Boehmer-Scherer
Monica Horton
Mother's Brewing Co.
Mumtaz B. B. Kammerer
Naida Shipp
Nancy Ellen Gose
Nancy L. Ragains
Natalie and Brad Murdock

Natalie and Jack Cauldwell
Natalie Miller
Nathan Cook
Neal Brandt
Neil E Pittman
Nelly M Ayala Kohn
Neta M Gallivan
Nia Howard
Nichole Lemmon
Nicole M McCord
Nicole Mueller
Nicole Parke
Nicole Valentine
Nina E Pyle
Nina Verbanaz
Noah and Alyea Alldredge
Nora L Woolsey
Norma Duncan
Norman J. Denney
Oasis Hotel & Convention
Center
Ohiopyle Prints, Inc
Paige King and Ben KIng
Paige Payne
Pam and Norm Bodine
Pam Foreman
Pamela Foster
Pamela J. Robertson
Pamela Miller
Paragon Architecture, Inc.
Pat W. Quick
Patricia Gilbert
Paul Armstrong
Paul Epps
Paula Renee Deason
Payton L Halinger
Peggy Weatherly
Peggy Wise
Penney Rector
Penney, Murray & Associates
Perry and Theresa Miller

Peter and Jackie Lai
Phyllis Edwards
Quentin Pendergrass
Quick Roots Juice
Rachal Tarrasch-Scholz
Rachel Hoing
Rachel Howard
Rachel R Wood
Rachel Renkoski
Ralene Graves
Raymond and Antonia Brooks
Rebecca Ash
Rebecca Donaldson
Rebecca Jeter
Rebecca R Martin
Rebecca Saunders
Rebekah D Hobson
Rebekah Mann-Daunder
Rebekah Williams
Regina Kise
Ren Luebbering
Rex and Heidi Stephens
Rhett Roberson
Rhonda Gilbert
Rhonda Housley
Rhonda K Miller
Rhonda Langston
Rhonda Wise
Richard and Micky Kittleman
Richard M. Spartan
Robert and Pamela Hankins
Robert and Stacie Bilyeu
Robert Bilyeu
Robert D Spence Jr.
Robert Derek Chaney
Robert Kroll
Robert Leeper
Robert Shaw
Roberta and Jay Neas
Robin Johnson
Robin L Bullock



Robin L Miller
Robin M. Gentry
Rocky and Carolyn Thomas
Rod D Jackson
Rodney C Bullock
Rodney Jackson
Rodrick Goodwin
Rohnda Hittenberger Ortiz
Ron and Karen Ollis
Ronald Hampton
Rosalee Williams
Rosalie Loless
RoundTable Legal
Roxanne Sharp
RPCS, INC
Ruby Mullen
Russo's St. Michael's Bar &
Grille
Ruth Daniels
Ruth Fraley Garner
Ryan DeSha
Ryan E Lindsey
Ryan Lacson
Saki Urushidani
Samuel and Justine Lines
Samuel Miller
Sandra and Gary Hart
Sandra Cash
Sara Ann Wright
Sara Atkins
Sara Cook
Sara J. Galbraith
Sara L. Emmerton
Sara Potter
Sara Strohm
Sarah McNew
Sarah Schofield
Sarah Smythe
Savannah Waszczuk
Scott and Martha Crise
Sean and Cindy Balisle

Sergey and Irina
Lemetyuynen
Shaina Dunn
Shania Sample
Shannon Benne
Shannon Bossing
Shannon Holt
Shannon Markowitz
Shannon N. Otradovec
Shannon Scott
Shara Phillips
Shari Hamm
Shari Lockhart
Sharon Murphy
Sharon R. Walsh
Shawn DeWitt
Shawn M Saylor
Shawn P. Dilday
Shawna Overholser
Shayla Sleeth
Sheila Sharpe
Shelby Stewart
Shelia Troutman
Shelley Eaton
Shellie Foltz
Shelly Clark
Shelly Shaver
Sheri Butts
Sherry K. Charbonneau
Sherry Shank
Sheryl A Ruff-Hensley
Sheryl DeFreece
Shirley Korte
Shyla Simpson
Sienna E Smith
Sierra A White
Sonya McDonald
Soup Sisters
Southern Stone Fire Auxiliary
for Carter Cook
Springfield Area Retired
Teachers Association

Springfield Little Theatre
Springfield Loft Apartments
Springfield-Greene County
Park Board
Stacy DeLoach
Stacy Vienhage
Stacye Manlove
Stalena Snyder
Staxx
Steak N Shake
Stefanie Burns
Stella Blackmon
Stephanie F. Hanning
Stephanie Gerlt
Stephanie Jacobs
Stephanie Martinez
Stephanie Young
Stephen Hall
Stephen Wheeler
Steve and Rachel Flatness
Steve and Teresa Bell
Steven Lowry
Stuart and Arlene Stenger
Sue Christie
Summer Tipton
Susan Brewer
Susan E Meador
Susan E. Mann
Susan Goodman
Susan J Rich
Susan Jensen
Susan Selsor
Suzanne Nicole Herrell
Suzanne R Nimmo
Suzie Jacobs
Tabitha Lynn Eutsler
Taj Farouki
Tamara Scully
Tambra Lee
Tami Evans
Tami L Murphy
Tammi M. Harrington



Tammy Brazeal
Tammy Calloway
Tammy Horton
Tammy McCormack
Tammy Rhodes
Tammy Stine
Tamra R Johnson
Tanner Schmidt
Ted Orcutt
Teena Mahoney
Telisha Ray
Teresa Bledsoe
Terry Ann Touhey
Terry Cummings
The Historic Landscape
Preservation Committee
The Mitchell Agency
The Studio by Jamie
Kinkeade
The Thicket/The Nest
The Traditional Bakery, Inc.
DBA Panera Bread
The Woman's Clinic
Thecia Dixon
Theodore C. Salveter III
Thomas O Masterson
Tiffany Coughenour
Tiffany Gibbens
Tiffany M Waisner
Tim Hawley
Tim McCaleb
Tim Mills
Timothy and Elizabeth Burris
Timothy Scego
Tina Pham-Morgan
Titanic Museum
Todd and Betty Parnell
Tony and Michelle Serra
Tony and Vicki Thomason
Traci Green
Traci K Pratt

Tracinda Wissner
Tracy Daniels
Tracy M. Livingston
Tracy Williams
Tracy Williams
Tricia Nentrup
Tricia Remelius
Tricia Wilkerson
Troy and Melissa Duncan
Troy Kuchta
Truman Elementary P.T.A.
Truman Elementary School
Twin Oaks Country Club
Tyler L. Stewart
Tyler S Killen
United Way of Greater St.
Louis
Unknown unknown
Valerie T Cones
Vance M. Marlow
Victoria Lanning
Victoria Zettl
Virginia M. Shaw
Virginia Mariuta
Virginia Thomas
Vision Clinic
Wendy P Burns
Wendy Rhodes
William and Roseary Cologna
William and Sherry Carney
William Pollard
William Potts-Datema
Williams School
Wrendy Hicks

This list contains donors

between the dates of July

1, 2021 and June 30, 2022.

Every attempt has been

made to ensure the

accuracy of each listing

as your gift is important to

us, however if we have

incorrectly listed or

inadvertently admitted

your name please contact

the Foundation office. 




